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Impressions of the Vienna Congress-1964
Eva M. Laburn, C.A.

Music is an international language, but at
the business sessions we were dependent on
simultaneous translation. There were three
official languages, German, French and Eng
lish, and we wore earphones tuned in to the
appropriate one. Although we admired the
translators up in their glass boxes, we did not
envy their exacting task, especially as many
technical terms were used. Hearing them at
work, we realized the enormous difficulty of
the U.E.C. in trying to promote understanding
amongst representatives of the member bodies.
Fortunately, the new President of the U.E.C.,
Mr. Treffers of the Netherlands, is a brilliant
linguist. He is already popular with many
members of the Scottish Institute, since his
visit to our Summer School at St. Andrews
University, where he impressed us as much
by the warmth of his personality as by his
fluent English.

It has been suggested that a short article on
the fifth U.E.C. Congress, which took place in
Vienna from 31st August to 3rd September
1964, might be of some interest to readers of
the Woman CPA. This Congress, the fifth
held by the Union Europeene des Experts
Comptables Economiques et Financiers, was
the first European Accountants’ Congress for
which members of the British accountancy
bodies were eligible.

I was one of seven lady members of the In
stitute of Chartered Accountants of Scotland
who took advantage of this opportunity, and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. However
I must confess that I was part of what might
be termed the “tourist fringe” of the Congress,
and any reader anxious for a full account of
the serious side of the proceedings must look
elsewhere. Any intention I had of concentrat
ing on the business was quickly shattered by
the magnificence of the Wiener Hofburg, where
the headquarters of the Congress were situated.
This enormous palace was formerly the Vienna
residence of the Hapsburg Emperors. The
original part dates from 1279, and various
additions to the buildings were made between
1440 and 1913, so that the Hofburg is now a
huge complex of various architectural styles.
The main hall of the Congress centre, where
the business sessions were held, is most im
pressive, adorned with paintings on the ceiling,
and glittering chandeliers. On the opening
day, the platform was bright with the flags of
the nations represented.

One of the most memorable occasions in our
crowded week was a performance of “Madame
Butterfly” by the Vienna State Opera. The
Opera House, first opened in 1869, was badly
damaged by bombs in the second World War,
but has been carefully reconstructed. Many
of us would have preferred a Mozart Opera,
or one of the lighter operettas associated with
Vienna, to the long sad story of Butterfly, sung
in the original Italian. But the singing and
the costumes were beautiful and it was a thrill
ing experience to be part of the capacity
audience in the grandeur of the white and
gold auditorium.
After the opera, four of the Scottish lady
members were entertained by Frau Martha
Leifer in her town flat, which also serves as
her office. Frau Leifer, a charming Viennese,
is one of the few Austrian lady accountants.
We had met previously when she visited Edin
burgh for the European Congress in 1963, and
we greatly enjoyed our half-English half-Ger
man talk with this delightful and vivacious
lady—to say nothing of her excellent Austrian
champagne and Viennese pastries!
The Viennese we met all seemed friendly,
kind and cheerful. Many of them must have
suffered deeply in the terrible years of war
followed by the long Russian occupation. Their
noble city, once the heart of the vast AustroHungarian Empire, is now the capital of a
country little bigger than Scotland, and tour
ism is one of its main industries. Many fine
new buildings have risen from the rubble.
Elaborate underground street crossings, with
(continued to page 8)

The very name of Vienna suggests gaiety
and music, and although much of the gaiety
may have departed, the music remains. The
Congress opened with fanfares of trumpets and
the playing of the Austrian National Anthem,
followed by a performance of the first move
ment of a Mozart symphony by a section of
the Vienna State Opera Orchestra. After
speeches of welcome and a talk on Interna
tional Investment, the morning’s work was
rounded off by the fourth movement of the
same symphony, played by the musicians high
in their gallery above the platform.

The afternoon of the first day was devoted
to a sight-seeing tour which included a visit to
Schonbrunn Palace and a trip to the Vienna
woods. In the evening there was a reception
by the Mayor in the Rathaus, the Town Hall,
another historic building, with a long and
lofty ballroom which soon echoed to the rafters
with the strains of Strauss Waltzes and other
Viennese melodies.
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Role of Research

(continued from page 4)
that we can make the calm, steady, and per
sistent progress we all want.
“. . . you should inquire deeply into the reason
ing which supports the acceptance or rejection
of a given accounting principle. . . .
“I am personally determined to do everything
I can to see that the American investor has
access to all the information needed for intel
ligent decisions.”

(continued from page 5)
modern shops and escalators have been built
where bomb craters must have gaped not so
very long ago. In spite of their troubles, how
ever, the Viennese can still enjoy a joke, and
give a hearty welcome to visitors from abroad.

Vienna lies within the eastern tip of Austria,
very near the frontiers with Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, and it was strange for us to
see the signposts pointing to places beyond
the Iron Curtain. Travel between West and
East seems to be quite easy, and Frau Leifer
had in fact spent a holiday weekend in Hun
gary just before the Congress.

From all appearances, the role of research in
the development of accounting theory is as
suming a new dimension. The complementary
efforts of the APB and of the Director of
Research of the AICPA are beginning to show
the promise of a leadership desperately needed
if the profession is to achieve a greater uni
formity in the understanding and application
of accounting principles. Investors and others
who rely on published financial statements for
information upon which to base investment
and other financial decisions will be the prime
beneficiaries of the research program. The
preface of the recently published principles
study cites the desire of the research staff and
of Mr. Paul Grady, Director during most of its
formulation, to summarize the significant re
search accomplishments of predecessor com
mittees and individuals, and to “look forward
to future progress.”11 Such progress may be
anticipated if the business community supports
the Accounting Principles Board with construc
tive criticism in the early stages of the drafting
of its opinions and follows the disclosure reso
lution of the Council of the American Institute
when Opinions of the Accounting Principles
Board are not followed in the preparation of
financial statements.

Like most visitors to Vienna, we made a
point of seeing the famous Blue Danube. This
great river was doubtless blue and beautiful at
the time when Johann Strauss wrote his im
mortal waltzes, but now the Danube is a busy
grey waterway, carrying barges and industrial
traffic, as well as pleasure steamers. We crossed
the river by a modern bridge to visit the Inter
national Garden Show, which was made re
cently on what was formerly waste ground to
the northeast of the city. A huge new tower
in the grounds is crowned by a revolving res
taurant, which gives its patrons a splendid
view of Vienna and the surrounding country,
and of the Danube winding on its way towards
Hungary.
Another afternoon we were privileged to
attend a special performance of the Spanish
Riding School, which was conveniently near
the Congress Centre, in another part of the
vast Hofburg. The Riding School is the oldest
of its kind in the world, having been founded
in 1565. The splendid Riding Hall, erected
between 1729 and 1735, looks like a ballroom,
apart from the thickly sanded floor. The per
fectly trained white horses are descended from
Spanish stock, originally brought to Vienna for
the Imperial stud in 1580. They seemed proud
to show their paces to the spectators in the
pillared galleries.
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A banquet and ball in the halls of the Hof
burg on the final evening made a fitting climax
to the Congress. Most of the guests at the
long, decorated tables wore full evening dress.
The formidable menu included a Danube Fish
dish, and rather to our surprise “filet de boeuf
a 1’anglaise”—roast beef. The sweet was a typi
cally Viennese Apfel Strudel, and there was a
profusion of every kind of drink, from beer to
champagne. In the interval between banquet
and ball, we had the pleasure of watching a
delightful ballet, by dancers of the State Opera.
Thereafter the musicians took over, and a gay
night’s dancing—waltz and polka, cha-cha and
twist—brought a hectic week to a happy close.
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